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OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


At last we are permitted to hope that the Wellington monument will be 
completed in our times. Lord Henry Lennox was able last night to reply 
to Mr. Goldsmid in such a manner as to awaken some hope of this, even in 
the minds of the most desponding. The enterprising Mr. Collman, who 
undertook to get Mr. Stephens to complete the performance of his contract, 
did not indeed succeed in his Quixotic attempt, but, more wonderful still, 
Mr. Stephens himself has actually begun to complete the performance of 
his contract of hisownaccord. When Lord Henry Lennox came into office 
there remained to be completed the two side groups, and last, but not least, 


the “recumbent figure of the illustrious hero in whose honour the monument 
was erected. Neither of these parts had advanced during the previous two 
years in any perceptible degree, and if the execution of that monument had 
continued to proceed at the same rate, probably none of the members of 
the present House of Commons would have lived to see its completion. 

Now, however, he was glad to say that the recumbent figure was, he 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


SPURIOUS AUTOGRAPHS OF MR. THACKERAY, 
To the EDITOR of the PALL MALL GAZETTE. 

Sir,—It has recently come to my knowledge, by the kindness of a 
friend, that letters and manuscripts are being frequently offered for sale as 
autographs of my father. Some which I have seen are rather clumsy 
forgeries ; but they were sufficiently well executed to impose upon persons 
already familiar with my father’s handwriting. May I therefore beg you to 
publish this letter, in order to check a fraud which might incidentally be 
injurious to my father’s memory? In one case a letter attributed to him 
bad been manufactured by copying a fragment from a magazine article of 
written by him, and appending his signature ; and I should much regret 
that correspondence so compiled should be attributed to him.—Yours 
obediently, 


ANNE JSABELLA THACKERAY, 
Fune 23, 
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| complaint yesterday are sufficient to make the task 
| seem desperate of inducing officers whose experience 
is identified with the old system to take a fair view 
of the new. It is not merely that they disap- 
prove recent changes, but they are unable 
to view them with the fairness of judg- 
ment they would exercise with respect to all: 
other matters. Lord SrraTHNAIRN took occa- 
sion, for instance, last night to criticize the gene- 
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